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6 Basic Tax Tips Millennials Should Read ASAP

Just as everything old is new again, so too is the Millennial generation’s relationship with archaic processes -
They do not get along, unless what is archaic becomes vintage. Case in point, why would they use the United
States Postal Service (USPS) to send a letter, when they can keep in touch with their friends instantaneously
over SnapChat, when the latter is not yet considered retro.

The one outmoded process that Millennials cannot avoid, however, is the internal Revenue Service (IRS)’s
draconian tax system. Without fail, there comes a day where their parents can no longer claim them as a
dependents, and time comes to �gure out the system for themselves. In that regard, just as Harry Potter
entered the Wizarding World, so too shall they enter into the mundane world of taxes.

That said, it is totally understandable that you, as a young millennial professional, are overwhelmed and need
help sorting through the myriad of forms, rules, and paperwork necessary for �ling your taxes. Unless you
make below the annual income minimum of $10,400, there’s no getting around it, regardless of whether your
taxes are �led through the USPS or online. In order to make the process as easy as possible, however,
information on several of the most relevant topics newly tax-paying millennials have been compiled below.

Topics include: 
What is a W-4?
What is a W-2?
What is a Tax Return?
What is Form 1040?
What is an Audit?
Do tax circumstances change over time?

1.  What is a W-4?
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The W-4 tax form is used by employers to properly calculate deductions from their employees paychecks,
which go towards Medicare, Social Security, and a number of state, local, and federal taxes. Typically re-
submitted annually, the W-4 re�ects an employee’s work and marital status.

Beyond the present, the W-4 is also meant to illustrate changes in a person’s life. Geographic relocation and
new jobs, as well as children, spouses, or other such dependents all may alter the �nal score. Each criteria
contributes to a point-based system, the total of which corresponds to a certain number of allowances. In the
end, those with a higher number of allowances are permitted smaller deductions from their paychecks.

While it may sound unfair that some will have greater deductions than others, there is no need to fear. While
the average deduction hovers around 20%, the IRS makes it relatively easy to gain that money back down the
line.

2.  What is a W-2?

A W-2 is a federal form, which reports an employee’s wages and withheld taxes within a given tax year.
Provided by employers, the taxpayer is typically given four copies — one for their records, one to be �led with
the Federal government, and two for their state or local tax divisions.

The W-2 is an incredibly important form, as it is impossible to �le your taxes without it. In the event that a W-2
gets lost, the �rst step is to contact the employer to get a replacement. Should that avenue not yield results,
options include contacting the IRS or �ling a personal estimate of the W2 data via form 4852.



When a W-2 form is received, it’s important to verify the printed information as soon as possible. If there is a
glaring error involving identi�cation information, such as social security number, or regarding the wage and
tax numbers, it is important to get it recti�ed prior to �ling. This is because, when it comes time actually �le,
the amounts presented will be transcribed directly onto the form. When done correctly, it really is that simple —
it’s just a matter of selecting the correct tax return form form.

3.  What are Tax Returns?

Tax Returns are �nancial documents �led with the IRS in order to report one’s tax liability, including
reimbursements, expenses, and income. Submitted annually, these forms can assist taxpayers in not only
determining if they are owed a refund, but also to calculate income tax.



If that’s the case, then no action need be taken. On the other hand, if one had too much withheld, then tax
�lings help ensure that they receive a refund. Conversely, having too little deducted requires additional
payment to the government. In that scenario, avoiding payment can lead to an audit by the IRS.

Although universally mandated taxes, such as Medicare and Social Security, are deducted every month from
paychecks, it’s important to still �le the relevant paperwork every year.

As for “why?”, to put it plainly, people make mistakes. For each person’s income and circumstances, there is an
exact amount amount needed to be withheld each month. Using that number as a barometer, tax returns help
taxpayers see if they hit that amount.



4.  What is form 1040?

Form 1040, or the “U.S. Individual Income Tax Return” form, in conjunction with its sub-variants, act as the
main staple of the IRS’s tax return paperwork suite. It is the standard by which taxpayers report annual income
and determine what they owe, or are owed, by the federal government.

Form 1040 comes in �ve forms — the standard 1040, the 1040EZ, the 1040A, the 1040NR, and the 1040X.
Starting with the most complex after the standard 1040, the 1040A takes a more exacting approach towards
deductibles than its brethren. While the less often used 1040NR is meant for tax-�ling nonresidents, the
1040X is intended to be �led to correct errors on previously submitted 1040 forms. For reference, these forms
are only available to those who earned income within the �fty states. Unincorporated territories, such as
Puerto Rico and American Samoa, operate with a different set of forms.



5.  What is a tax audit?

A tax audit is when the IRS chooses to investigate a �led tax return more closely than is usual. This can
involve veri�cation of accuracy regarding stated income and deductions. While audits may be initiated at
random, they become much more likely when some aspect of a tax return is deemed suspicious.

Lastly, the 1040EZ very much lives up to the implication of its su�x. O�cially titled "Income Tax Return for
Single and Joint Filers with No Dependents”, the 1040EZ is where most young professional millennials will
end up, unless they are making over $100,000 annually. The major simpli�cation over other forms is that the
1040EZ insists on �lers taking a standard tax deduction, rather than the more complex itemization offered for
the other 1040s.

When �lling out the 1040EZ, in keeping with the spirit of its name, it’s best to follow the KISS principle, or keep
it simple, stupid. With the W-2 form available for reference —taxpayers are meant to send both forms together
—, it is di�cult to make a mistake. If you don’t overthink it, the 1040EZ can stay easy.

This is where it is beyond to crucial to have saved every bit of �nancial paperwork. If an audit is launched
against you, every potential error or mistake can be ruinous. With that in mind, be sure to not become
complacent and throw away all relevant documents at the end of each �scal year, as the IRS is within its
rights to go back through old records to �nd the information it seeks. Although three years of exploration is
standard, the IRS may opt for to six years worth of tax returns, W-2s, receipts, and so on, should the need
arise.



Having said all that, audits do not have to be horrible. In fact, they can be quick and painless, so long as you
are truthful and accommodating from the start. Many of those who are audited every year get through without
a hitch. Those who are dishonest and withhold information and documents, however, may �nd themselves in
a sea of trouble quite quickly, as punishments may include hefty �nes, reparations, and possibly even jail
time. In those incidences, take the stories as cautionary tales to be honest with your taxes.

6.  Do tax circumstances change over time?



Your tax situation, regardless of speci�c circumstances, will certain change as the years go by. Even though
you are a young, single Millennial professional with no attachments today, that may very well not be the case
down the line.

Even if you never get married of have children, which would disallow usage of the 1040EZ all by themselves,
there is also your career to consider. As your experience and value increase, so too will your salary. Once it hits
the 1040EZ income limit of $100,000, then you’ll be barred from using the form just the same.

As you begin to use new and more detailed forms, �scal responsibility might dictate that rather than
continuing to accept the standard deduction, an itemized accounting could be more prudent. This is
especially true for business owners, freelance consultants, and those who travel internationally for work, as



In the case of those who travel, whether they be business people or English teaching expatriates,
communication is key. The IRS, as opposed to its counterparts in the UK or New Zealand, mandate that
income made by United States citizens, anywhere on earth, is subject to their purview. If they want to get in
touch, and you have no means of mail delivery, it’s best to �nd a digital solution. For that, Anytime Mailbox
can be of assistance.

 
 
Notice: This is not to be taken as tax advice and the author does not claim to be a licensed tax professional.
This is just the experience of one person and how they managed their personal �nances as a millenial and in
the past. Always consult with a tax professional and the local laws of where you �le your returns.

those professions’ �scal reality is not nearly as cut-and-dry as a $75,000 annual salary with an
accompanying W-2 form.
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